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What DOES it mean to be an American? What does it mean to be a Citizen of The World? During this class, we will be asking ourselves that question over and over again. Over the past few years, some people in the world have made assumptions as to what it is to be an American. Most often these assumptions are only based on hearsay and stereotype, just like when Americans make assumptions about French or Muslim people. During the class we will be exchanging letters/Emails with students your own age around the world to get THEIR ideas of what it means to be an American and what it means to be a citizen of the World?

Welcome to World History! As we have begun the third millennium, the need to know our common heritage as human beings has become paramount. It has been said that to not know one’s history, dooms one to repeat it. Think about that statement. I have asked this question to hundreds of students over the years… if you don’t know where you came from, HOW IN THE WORLD can you know where you are going. The answer to that question is at the heart of this class. World History is a story about adventurers, thieves, Kings and Queens, religious leaders… ALL who have changed the world… common people just like you and me who grew up all over the world to do incredible things during their lives that changed the course of history. But remember, they were people JUST LIKE YOU AND ME. They may have been like you, or they may have been totally different, however their stories are fun, entertaining… and yes, educational.  (
In this class, as well as traditional research methods, you will use the Internet and watch multimedia presentations, to research historical civilizations, societies, people, governments, armies, religions, and more all around the world and all through time. H.G. Wells wrote a story a hundred years ago about a time machine, and people today say that it is impossible to travel back in time...well I have news for you, this class is going to be an 18-week time travel tour around the world!

COURSE OBJECTIVES

· To develop a student’s ability to research and assess how change occurs and how it has effected civilizations around the world

· To understand what it truly means to be a “Citizen of the World” and learn what kind of responsibilities and sacrifices are necessary to become one

· To help students demonstrate an understanding of basic geographic principles and historical descriptions of the societies and cultures examined as well as religions and customs of those people, both past and present while utilizing the latest in classroom and multi-media technology

· To improve the students ability to work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems
GRADING & ATTENDANCE

Attendance in this class is essential. Much of the material for success is provided through lecture/discussion, and individual/group research. Missing class can create problems. For every unexcused absence, there will be a 0 placed in the gradebook… so make sure that if you are not here, you have an excused absence. The grading scale used is the Broward Public School Grading Scale, and is as follows: 

A = 90% – 100%; B = 80% – 89%; C = 70% – 79%; D = 60% – 69%; F = Below 60%.

Grades will be computed according to the following formula:

· 50% - Classwork, Homework, Quizzes
· 50% - Demonstrations of Mastery (Tests, Projects)
MY WEBSITE:
http://www.mrwilliamsworld.com/
TEST POLICY

Students are responsible for making up any missed test or quiz. Missed exams are to be taken after school, or any other convenient time for ME, and you must notify me of your intent of taking the test. All make-up exams may be entirely essay, or any other different form of test from the original.

CHEATING

Cheating is obtaining information from any other sources other than those prescribed by the teacher for the specific assignment. Pompano Beach High School prides itself on preparing students for the rigors of college.  It is therefore imperative that students do their own work so that they learn content accurately.  The faculty expects academic integrity; therefore, students must abide by the PBHS Honor Code when they complete assignments, tests, quizzes, projects, and all other work, both in class and out.  Every violation of the HonorCode will result in an immediate referral to administration.
Scope and Sequence and Pacing Guide

Essential Question:
How and why do societies change?

I.
Unit One:
Ancient Civilizations 




Chapters 1-3

Book: pp.4-61
(Weeks 1-3)

Topics: Stone Age; Ancient Egypt; Ancient Mesopotamia, early India and China


Empires of the Ancient World


Chapters 4-7
Book: pp.74-168


Topics: Early China; Early India; Ancient Greece and Rome.
II.
Unit Two:
Middle Ages in Europe and Around the World


Chapters 8-13
Book: pp.180-324
(Weeks 4-6)

Topics: European Feudalism and Manoralism; Catholic Church; Crusades; Building Monarchies; Byzantine Empire; Russia and Central Europe; Rise of Islam; Medieval Japan, China, India, Africa and the Americas.

III.
Unit Three:
Renaissance, Reformation and Absolutism 


Chapters 14, 17, & 19
Book: pp.332-431
(Weeks 6-8)

Topics: Renaissance Italy; Humanities (art, literature, music, philosophy); Reformation

Enlightenment and Revolution
Chapters 18-21
Book: pp.444-529



Topics: Scientific and Industrial Revolutions; Enlightenment; Revolutions around the world… and Napoleon.

IV.
Unit Six: 19th Century: Industrialism and a New Global Age

Chapters 22- 26
Book: pp. 542-666

(Weeks 10-12)

Topics: Factory system; Steam Engine; Advances in Transportation and Communication; Effects of Industrialization, Scramble for Africa; Boer War; India, China, and Japan.

V.
Unit Seven: 20th Century pt. 1-World Wars & More Revolutions

Chapters 27-31
Book: 676-791

(Weeks 13-15)

Topics: Nationalism; Alliance System; “Powder Keg”; Propaganda; Trench Warfare; 14 Points; Versailles Treaty; Revolutions in Russia and China; 5-year plans; Japanese Imperialism; Nationalism; Fascism in Italy; Holocaust; World Wars I & II.

VI.
20th Century: Cold War to Today


Chapters 32-37
Book: pp. 804-950

(Weeks 16-17)
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By signing below, I understand the requirements and expectations of the course: World History, which are detailed for me above. If I fall behind in my assignments and my grade starts to fall, I will see Mr. Williams for make up work, which I understand will be accepted by Mr. Williams only up to one month after the date of the original assignment. I only need to see him and set up a schedule for turning the work in.
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Parent/Guardian

